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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 
Listing of Claims 

1, (Currently Amended) An information-processing apparatus for transmitting 
data through a network, comprising: 

judgment means for forming a judgment as to which of at least two parties 
initiated w hether an action for transferring data through said network has boon taken by a 
transmission sid e or a rec e ption oid e; 

multiplexing means for multiplexing a positiv e or n e gative unit cost per unit data 
and a first magnitude in said data transferred through said network on th e basis of a result of 
when said judgment formed by said judgment means judges that the ac tion was initiated by a 
first party and for multiplexing a unit cost per unit data and a second magnitude in said data 
transferred through said network when said judgment formed by said judgment means judges 
that the action was initiated bv a second party ; and 

transmission means for transmitting said data multiplexed with said unit cost by 
said multiplexing means through said network. 

2. (Currently Amended) An information-processing method for information- 
processing apparatus for transmitting data through a network, said method comprising: 
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a judgment step of forming a judgment as to which of at least two parties initiated 
whothor an action for transferring data through said networ k hao boon taken by a tranomisoion 
side or a rocoption aid e; 

a multiplexing step of multiplexing a unit cost per unit data and a first magnitude 
in said data transferred through said network when said judgment fo rmed bv said judgment 
means judges that the action was initiated by a first party and for mult iplexing a unit cost per unit 
data and a second magnitude in said data transferred through said netw ork when said judgment 
formed by said judgment means judges that the action was initiated b v a second party a positiv e 
or n e gative unit cos t- pcr u nit data in Gaid data transferred through said n e twork on tho boaia of u 
result of oaid judgm e nt formed at said judgment step ; and 

a transmission step of transmitting said data multiplexed with said unit cost at said 
multiplexing step through said network. 

3. (Currently Amended) A recording medium for recording a computer-readable 
program of an information-processing apparatus for transmitting data through a network, said 
computer-readable program comprising: 

a judgment step of forming a judgment as to which of at least two parties initiate 
whether an action for transferring data through said networ k hao boon taken by a tranomioaion 
side or a rec e ption sid e; 

a multiplexing step of multiplexing a unit cost per unit data and a firs t magnitude 
in said data transferred through said network when said judgment formed bv said j udgment 
means judges that the action was initiated by a first party and for multiplexing a unit cost per unit 
data and a second magnitude in said data transferred through said network when said iudgmenl 
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formed bv said judgment means judges that the action was initiated bv a se c ond partyo pofiitiv e 

or negative unit cost per unit data in said data tranQfarr e d through caid notwork on tho basis of i t 

result of said judgm e nt form e d at said judgment st ep; and 

a transmission step of transmitting said data multiplexed with said unit cost at said 

multiplexing step througji said network. 

4. (Currently Amended) An accounting-processing apparatus for settling 
accounting for data exchanged through a network, comprising: 

judgment means for forming a judgment as to which of at least two parties 
initiated w hether an action for transferring data through said networ k has boon tak e n by a 
transmission Gid e or a reception aid e; and 

accounting means for fevm edetermining said transmission side or said reception 
stde -the party determined by said judgment means to be a side initiating an action for transferring 
data through said network to settle accounting for said data transferred through said network. 

5. (Original) An accounting-processing apparatus according to claim 4, further 

comprising: 

first acquisition means for acquiring an amount of data exchanged through said 

network; and 

second acquisition means for acquiring a unit price per unit data for data 
exchanged through said network, 

wherein said accounting means computes a price of transferred data on the basis 
of an amount of data acquired by said first acquisition means and a unit price acquired by said 
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second acquisition means. 

6. (Original) An accounting-processing apparatus according to claim 4 wherein 
said second acquisition means further acquires a sign of said unit price, and said accounting 
means drives said transmission side or said reception side determined to be a side not initiating 
an action for transferring data through said network to settle accounting in case said sign is 
negative. 

7. (Currently Amended) An accounting-processing method for an accounting- 
processing apparatus for settling accounting for data exchanged through a network, said method 
comprising: 

a judgment step of forming a judgment as to which of at least two parties initiate d 
whether an action for transferring data through a networ k haa boon taken by a transmission sidu 
or - a reception sid e; and 

an accounting step of determiningd m4ftg the party said transmission side or quid 
recoption side determined at said judgment step to be a side initiating an action for transferring .„ 
data through said network to settle accounting for said data transferred through said network. 

8. (Currently Amended) A recording medium for recording a computer-readable 
program of an accounting-processing apparatus for processing an accounting process of data 
transmitted through a network, said computer-readable program comprising: 
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a judgment step of forming a judgment as to which of at least two p arties initiated 
whether an action for transferring data through said network hao boon tokon by a transmission 
sid e or a reception sid e; and 

an accounting step of determining dfwmj g the part y said transmission aido or sai il 
rocoption oido determined at said judgment step to be a side initiating an action for transferring 
data through said network to settle accounting for said data transferred through said network. 
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